
 
 
    

OXFORDSHIRE    RAILWAY   SOCIETY  

    
www.oxfordshirerailwaysociety.co.uk 

1 

     

MARCH 2011                                                  bufferstop@hotmail.com 
             

 
                                                                              
�
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� �� ���

�
�

�
�

�
Although the above poster was painted by Stanhope Forbes RA in the 1920’s for the London, Midland 
& Scottish Railway, it seems appropriate for tonight’s talk on the “ Great Western Worker Safety 
Campaign”. Note the ‘Look Out’ man’s normal clothing of the day – and not one high-visibility vest 
in sight!! 
 

onight we extend a warm welcome to our ‘first-time’ guest speaker Dr Mike Esbester 
and to any new members and visitors, especially those who are also here for the first 
time. Mike’s talk is entitled ‘The Great Western Worker Safety Campaign 1913-1939’. 

 
Last month there was an excellent turn-out of 22 members for the AGM. Charles Parker 
resigned from the committee and was thanked for all the hard work he has done, wearing 
many different ‘hats’, during the last 20 years. The rest of the committee were re-elected, but 
to date no newcomers had volunteered their services; it’s never too late! The rest of the 
evening was dedicated to the Annual Photographic Competition (thanks go to Mark for his 
report on Page 3) and ‘Members’ Presentations’. I was also going to thank Charles for his 
review, but why should I after what he wrote about your editor…..only kidding Charles, it 
was great! 
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REVIEW OF MEMBERS' PRESENTATIONS     ORS AGM 9 FEBRUARY 2011 
Your reviewer (Charles Parker) again had his arm twisted by the Editor of Bufferstop to 'do the 
honours' given that he (the Editor aka Peter Heath or PH), was giving a presentation and did not trust 
his son (aka David Heath or DH) to do the write up. Given that David's aside before the evening 
started was that 'Peter Heath never fails to disappoint' perhaps he was wise to seek independent 
comment. Your reviewer had the advantage – or at least he thinks it was – of sitting alongside David 
during the evening. 
 
Chris Brennan kicked off with a presentation of various video clips he had taken at the ORS visit to 
the Statfold Barn Railway in the summer of 2010. Chris had turned up the sound so as to distract our 
attention away from what he described as inadequate video quality! He need not have feared as the 
interest was there, both to those who had been there on the day and to those, including your reviewer, 
who had not. We had clips of double-heading, though whether locomotives running 'face-to-face' or 
(pardon me) 'bum-to-bum' can be called double-heading in these days of political and other propriety 
is perhaps open to question. Chris was filming right up to doors-closing time but miraculously 
reappeared one clip later at Didcot – just in time to catch City of Truro giving an emasculated 
diesel'ish squeak. 
 
Peter Heath was next. Bearing in mind DH's comment my pencil was re-sharpened. Sun, Snow and 
Steam was promised but 'there's no real theme' (there never is quoth DH). We started in Germany, 
where else given the well known addiction to German narrow gauge, but we were not disappointed. 
Some of the German photos we had already seen in the Photographic Competition and some will be 
illustrating an article in 81F and it has to be said that the snow scenes in particular were dramatic, 
including one of the station toilet (from the outside we hasten to add). Back from Germany we visited 
in quick succession: Swanage observing the original rails of the horse-drawn tramway, the restored 
station and 34070 on a special; Basingstoke on a day trip (who goes to Basingstoke for a day trip DH 
was asked – 'he does' was the reply) but the fascinating mural of silhouettes made it worthwhile; Bath, 
York and Didcot – with WT No. 5 at the GW 175 celebrations came next followed by a Deltic at 
Radley, yellow-peril track recording trains at Oxford and a selection of road Steam Engines and 
tractors. Finally a restored Lyons Tea van – another cuppa was overdue. 'That was almost quite good' 
commented DH. 
 
Matthew Searle took up from both his earlier presentation to the Society and from his article in 81F 
which closed with "Mind the Gap". His talk was entitled The Missing Link (which DH unkindly took 
to be another reference to PH) and was about the completion of the Welsh Highland Railway from 
Caernarfon to Porthmadog. Matthew's talk made skilful use of old postcards and archive material 
together with photographs of the scenes today taken from the original vantage point. Someone ought 
to take up this idea of Past and Present – Matthew could make a useful contribution. Apologising for 
the quality of one or two of his recent photos (it was raining as it sometimes does in Wales) Matthew 
took us along the line highlighting the new work that has been done to bring the project to fruition. 
There have been special services for some time but the first through train from Porthmadog to 
Caernarfon is next week. It's a good job that the AGM has not clashed with this event – we know 
where Matthew's priorities lie! 

Andrew Suckling came last but not least with Slow Train to 
Cozia. ('Where's Cozia?' I mumbled, Romania came the DH 
reply – he was almost quite useful, it must be said) Andrew 
had been there in 2008 and showed us detail of an extensive 
rails system much of which had been electrified. We saw some 
narrow gauge steam with much sanding of the tracks due to 
slippy and slopey track. People power was in evidence as 
manual shunting was required at the terminus and there was a 
Didcotesque line-up of preserved steam with 'flower pot' 
chimneys. As well as admiring the lovely scenery we 

wondered at the sheer guts of those involved in several re-railing incidents: they got the engine back 
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on then a carriage came off (see photo on previous page: Andrew Suckling). Health and safety never 
got a look in at the innovative shunting of a truck by a loco on a parallel track with the aid of a strong 
pole. It was interesting when they got to where the lines converged ... 
All in all it was an excellent evening. 'Can I take him home now?' (DH) 
 

ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
There were 75 entries this year, which was again judged by Frank Blackwell, writes Mark 
Horseman. He started his presentation by showing us a few pictures which amused him in 
one way or another, and commented that the standard of photos, as well as the quantity, was 
higher than previous years. He then proceeded to describe his parameters for judging the 
pictures, explaining about contrasts, strong lines, balance and interest features. 
He chose a winner, runner up and third in each class, and then left it to the members to pick 
the overall winner. This was done with voting cards, something we had not tried before. The 
winner was Terry Walden with a nice picture entitled ‘A Study in Perspective’, which 
attracted a majority of the votes. Terry now has the cup to display for the coming year, and 
along with the other class winners, a small cash prize. 
 
DIESEL/ELECTRIC:                                                                  RAIL RELATED: 
3rd.  ‘Waiting Quietly’             Chris Brennan.                               3rd.    ‘A View to the Outside’     Chris Brennan. 
2nd.  ‘Night Scene at Didcot’   Chris Brennan.                               2nd.   ‘Time to Spare’              Andrew Suckling. 
1st.   ‘Northbound Container’  Brian Higgins.                                1st.    ‘A Study in Perspective’     Terry Walden. 

 
STEAM: 

3rd.  ‘Harz Delight’                 Peter Heath. 
    2nd.  ‘Up Close and Personal’  Chris Brennan. 

     1st.   ‘Steam to Spare’              Matthew Searle. 
 
Members might like to read the following letter, sent to Mark from Frank Blackwell:  
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Dates For Your Diary:�

13th March:  ‘The  Big Southern Vintage Toy Fair’. Rivermead Leisure Centre, Richfield Ave., 
Reading RG1 8EQ. 10.30am-3.30pm. Details 0118 983 3069. 
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New Members?????.....10 brochures were picked up  from the Society display at the 
Toy & Train Collectors Fair a Exeter Hall on February 12th, with Terry and Chris ‘doing the 
honours’. 
�
KEEPING IN TOUCH….  

It would save much effort if Members who change their email address (also 
‘snail mail’ address and/or ’phone no.) would promptly inform the Membership 
Secretary, please, as it is such an easy, swift and cheap way for the Society to 
keep in touch with its Members. It would also be helpful if all Members were to 
include him in their address book (see below).  
 

COMMITTEE 2011  
CHAIR                       Terry Walden         4 Nurseries Rd.         Kidlington   OX5 1AN   01865 376467 
terry@appleinter.net 
 
TREAS/MEMB         Chris Brennan       34 Foxdown Cl.         Kidlington   OX5 2YE    01865 376622 
oxcmb@yahoo.co.uk 
 
PROG SECY             Malcolm Sturges   7a Holly Cl                Kidlington   OX5 1EP     01865 378852 
Malcolm.Sturges@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
CATERER                George Williams   76 Colwell Dr            Witney         OX28 5NQ  01993 773096 
Georgewilliamswarwick42@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SECRETARY   Position vacant at time of going to press. 
 

NON COMMITTEE CONTACTS  
EDITOR ‘81F’         Simon Moppett      13 Griffin Cl              Adderbury   OX17 3HR   07003 978899 
81F@universal.co.uk   (for magazine contributions) 
 
EDITOR ‘Buffer Stop’  Peter Heath      bufferstop@hotmail.com 
 
SALES                      Mark Horseman   G.M.Horseman@tesco.net 
 
READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!.....‘81F’ MAGAZINE:   Members will see from the 
above that we have a new editor. Following the appeal at last month’s AGM for someone to 
take over the reins from Charles Parker, who has done a sterling job ‘in the hot seat’, we are 
pleased to report that Simon Moppett has very kindly agreed to step into the breach. It is to be 
hoped that members will still continue to support the publication by giving Simon material 
for inclusion. 
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Matthew Searle writes: As a postscript to my postscript presentation on the Welsh Highland 
Railway at last month’s meeting, I can report that the first public service throughout from 

Caernarfon to Porthmadog Harbour on 19 
February went very well. The train was 
hauled by pioneer Beyer-Garratt K1 
piloting younger sister 138, while the first 
northbound service (which crossed at 
Rhyd Ddu) had an all-Festiniog 

locomotive combination of Blanche and 
Merddin Emrys. The weather was kind and 
the crowds were out to watch and wave us 
across the Britannia Bridge into 
Porthmadog station where, until alterations 
are made, a shunt-and-release movement is 
required for trains to and from the WHR. 
On the return journey, the steep climb out of Beddgelert in tricky rail conditions was tackled 
without fuss. Full (almost-) daily services begin on 27 March and I strongly recommend the 
trip. 

 
Web surfers may like to look at photographs (not mine!) of the event at http://www.roger-
dimmick.fotopic.net/c1943957_25.html or videohttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhSSUAeZtlz 
Main picture: K1 and 138 on the first train at Rhyd Ddu (Christine Borthwick).The top 
illustrations show the author looking happy with the event at the same location on the return 
trip (CB) and the coveted ticket (MS).  
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PENDON MUSEUM:   On January 8th this year Pendon Museum reached a remarkable landmark, 
when it welcomed its 500,000th visitor since opening in 1954. To mark the occasion a family from 
Wootton, near Abingdon, were given a Bachmann 00 gauge ‘Hall’ class locomotive and annual pass 
to the Museum. 
Dedicated to miniature marvels, Pendon has a reputation for some of the finest replicas of steam 
railways and landscapes anywhere in the world. Roye England, an Australian who came to Britain in 
1925, founded the Museum. He fell in love with the local countryside when he first settled here and 
vowed that he would preserve the Vale of the White Horse scenery in model form for future 
generations to enjoy. His models have set the gold standard for international modelling. 
Roye’s first model, the ‘Calley Arms’ in 1936, took him 5 years to complete. Now named the 
‘Waggon and Horses’ it can be seen at the Museum. Guy Williams, who was to become Pendon’s 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, greatly improved the standard of model locomotive construction and 
completed more than 50 beautifully crafted locos. Roye was fascinated by the Great Western Railway 
and locals from the Vale of the White Horse will recognise many of the reconstructed scale models of 
homes, farmsteads and locomotives. The landscapes belong to the 1930s’ age of steam and showcase 
the mighty GWR in its heyday, bringing history to life. 
Simon Watney, Marketing Manager, said: “Roye would be reassured to know his legacy continues to 
enthral and educate new generations of modellers and model railway enthusiasts. Our modellers are 
among the world’s best and we are indebted to the public and our volunteers for their ongoing 
support”. 
The Museum has recently enjoyed TV fame on James May’s Toy Stories programme which 
highlighted Pendon’s unique exhibits and local heritage. A major refurbishment of the railway will be 
completed this Spring offering new and interactive experiences for visitors. 
This article was supplied by Pendon and recently appeared in the free magazine “Jump Ahead”. Full details of 

the Museums operating dates can be found on their website:  www.pendonmuseum.com 
 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  MARCH 23 rd 

 Contributions for “Buffer Stop” are always welcome and can be sent to the Editor at 11 Ferny Close, Radley, 
Oxon,  OX14 3AN, or via e-mail to bufferstop@hotmail.com 
 
Editor-in-Chief: Peter Heath.  Features Editor: David Heath. “Buffer Stop” is published by the Oxfordshire 
Railway Society: the views therein are not necessarily those of the Society or the Editors.  Meetings are held at 
the Seacourt Day Centre, Seacourt Road, Botley, Oxford at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday in the month. 

6023 in early BR blue livery with a rake of  ‘blood & custard’ coaches 
as depicted in a painting which appeared on a ‘Victory’ wooden 

jigsaw in the 1950s. The  real 6023 will be in steam at Didcot for the 
first time on April 2nd. The illustration looks much more impressive in 

colour!! - see ORS website. 


