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The Class 43xx 2-6-0 ‘Moguls’ were built at Swindora design by G.J.Churchward between 1911
and 1932. The above loco, pictured at Didcot Rayiéantre in April 2009, was built in 1917 during
the Great War and was immediately shipped to Frangi other fellow class-mates to haul
munitions and hospital trains. Whilst there it wanted in War Department livery and re-numbered
ROD 5322.1t returned to the UK after the war, wasapped in 1964 and sent to Woodham's at Barry
where it became only the second engine to be rdsfroen there. Following restoration it was
returned to steam at Didcot in 2008, resplenderitsriginal WD colours. (Photo: Peter Hegath

don’t forget — exciting and interesting meeting2012 which we hope will satisfy all tastes!

We extend a warm welcome to members and visitdte ahd especially to our guest speaker,
Christian Wolmar. Unfortunately the booked speakerd Berkeley, who will now hopefully visit us
in June (oh! no he won't!, oh! yes he will!, wetlis the panto seasomad to cancel and we are

I I appy New Year to all our readers! Tonight seedfitise of ten — yes, we’ve got one in June,
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indebted to Christian for filling in at fairly shionotice. He is one of the UK’s leading commentsitor
on transport matters, broadcasting frequently d¢h badio and television. Christian, who was born to
a Swedish mother and Russian father, has spentohbst working life as a journalist and has also
written several books on railwaysngines of Wabeing published in October 2010. He is also a keen
cyclist and cricketer. | had already completed ia dnount of this month’s newsletter earlier than
usual owing to the Christmas holidays so when ti@rman telephoned with those words “hold the
front page” | had t@hangemore than page one!!

Last month, 23 visitors and 10 members attended the Society'srtual bumper fil
show. The evening kicked off with one of BTF's first-ever featureain Time Dating fron
1951, this black & white gem detailed a day in the working life ididB Railways.Next ug
wasSignposta short film showcasing the modernisation of the famous Manci&stéielc
‘Woodhead’ route. We then weritorward to First Principles(1966). This informativ
documentary charted the development of Railfreight in Britain, fftwerearliest horsdrawr
tramways, through pick-up goods and hump shunting, to the latest modekmnialrkings.
After a break for the now traditional mulled wine and mince gies,second half open
with some of Alan’s own workGreat Western Medlewas a seriesf extracts from fot
different GW branchines, including the South Devon, Bodmin & Wenford and Dean F
Railways. There was also some fascinating footage froopan day at Titley Junctionthe
privately-owned station in Herefordshire. This yeasteéad of the customary cartoon,
were treated to a railroad-themed compilation of silent cgraeenes from the Mack Sennett
stable entitled All My Choo-Choo’s Great stuff! Our final film wad.ocomotion(1975)
Geoffrey Jones’ award-winning masterpiece marking thd #5@iversary of the Stockton
Darlington Railway. It was a fitting end to another excellrgning. Once agaiour thank
go to Alan Willmott for providing a particularly eclectic migf films in our silver
anniversary year(The attendance of 33 was the largest since March 2009 when 3
present for Laurence Waters’ talk on the LNWR at Oxford, andirsitdilin show presentt
by Alan Willmott in December 1989 attracted 35{31+4]. Incidentally Ale@s only booke
on tha occasion because the original speaker had unfortunately died and he’gostid
strong 23 years later!).

The Woodhead tunnels are also featured in a Iétten ORS member George Huxley in the
December 2011 issue tforward’, the Journal of the Great Central Railway Sociaty,abridged
version of which appears below:

“The Woodhead tunnels rise
eastwards from Woodhead to
Dunford Bridge on a gradient of 1
in 201. The original two bores
were 3 miles and 416 yards long.
Vision, especially in the
eastbound direction, was severely
limited due to smoke even though
there were ventilating shafts.
Traffic was congested in both
directions, the problems being
most acute eastwards up the
gradient. In 1909 the Great

Class 76 electric locos double-head an eastbounal t@in Central installed automatic

throuah Dintina in Mav 198 (Phato: Petel Heath) s?gna_lls in the tunnels a”?' tr_aCk
circuits throughout. The circuits,

owing to wetness, were restricted to 440 yardeigth. The intermediate signals were applied only
to goods trains. For passenger trains the boresohiael clear throughout..... At the Woodhead end of
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the eastbound tunnel there was an up stop sigrsthfter) to which a subsidiary warning arm was
bracketed. When “off’, the main signal indicategkliclear to Dunford Bridge. If the subsidiary arm
was “off”, the line was clear as far as a posith®1 yards in advance of the automatic signal in the
tunnel.....In a ventilating shaft between Woodhead Buanford Bridge there was a signal box for
about a decade before the automatics were installeHow long were signalmen expected to work
there daily without suffocation or permanent bratish How were signals illuminated so as to be
seen in the murk?.....Did signalmen sign on aftatking in smoke from Dunford Bridge or from
Woodhead? Such questions remind us that lifeifpragmen, as well as footplatemen, on the steam
railway could be both harsh and dangerous.....”

The same member also had a letter published itrigheTimeson December %last, entitled ‘A tram

in time for 2016": “Sir — It is proposed that worksll not start on the Luas link (Line BXD) until
2015. Since construction will continue for more rtha year, there will be trenches and mud
reminiscent of the Battle of the Somme in O'ConnSlreet at the time of the centennial
commemoration of the Easter Rising. Greater resfpedhe dead and wounded both of the Rising
and of the battle would be shown if constructiorrkweere to begin as soon as the planning process
allows, in order that trams may run in O’Connetet in 2016 as they did in 1916”.

ORS Member George Huxley's letter, minimum wordg aximum impact, may require some
background information for English readers not weal acquainted with the Irish situatiowyrites
Terry Walden.

The Easter Risin¢Eiri Amach na Cascayas an insurrection staged during Easter Weeknbiey
Monday 24 April 1916. Its aim was the ending oftBh rule in Ireland and the establishing of an
Irish Republic, at a time when the forces of Britand its Empire were heavily engaged in World
War |, on the face of it, an opportune moment. Hevehe organisation of disparate groups and lack
of preparation of the public were to contributeit® failure, and there were of course many Irish
volunteers in the British army ‘at the front'.

The major insurrection was centred in Dublin, thbels occupying several prominent government
buildings, including the GPO building in Sackvillreet, (now O’ Connell Street), which served as
their headquarters and from where the promulgatibthe Provisional Government of the Irish
Republic was delivered by Padraig (Patrick) Pearse.

The rebels failed to occupy either of the Dublintpoor the two main railway stations in Dublin,
which allowed the British reinforcements and fieldillery to be deployed. Buildings adjacent to the
GPO building were set on fire and the buildinglitbad been shelled. Realising that there was no
escape Pearse issued an order of unconditionansler by all units on Saturday 29 April. There is
now a bronze plaque in Irish script and in Englislcommemorate the event inside the GPO. The
rebels were court-martialled and executed by fisggad, one, James Connolly being nursed back to
a semblance of health before being shot strappedduair, because an ankle injury prevented him
from standing up.

The GPO building is therefore an iconic symbol teé tiprising, and parades were regularly held in
front of it until proscribed by the Irish governntein the 1970s. Following developments in the
‘Peace Process’ in the 1990s, in 2005 the thens€aoh (Prime Minister) Bertie Ahern announced
the Government's intention to resume the paradss the@ GPO from Easter 2006, and to form a
committee to plan the Centenary Parade in 2016.

=7 Annual Photographic_Competition: The deadline for submitting entries to the
Q‘\\f/ organiser, Mark Horseman, T®©ONIGHT. Please complete an entry form; these are on the
eb" sales table and give full details of categoriegnfas, sizes etc.

The Annual General Meeting of the Oxfordshire Railway Sogietill be held at the
Seacourt Day Centre, Seacourt Rd., Botley at 19.30hrs on Weahne February 8th. We
are always pleased to welcome members onto the committe@lemse give this some
consideration during the next 4 weeks.
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Members’ Presentations: These will be after the formal business of the
AGM on the above date, and should ideally be around 10-15 minutes duration.
Please put your names and details of your topic on th€QBIGHT, or see

any committee member. It would be nice if we could gewad#her members

to take part as well as the ‘regulars’! The more therier® By the way, your
presentation doesn’t have to be illustrated, but both slideliantel projectors

will be available if required.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2012:These remain the same as last year at £20 and £25
respectively for single and family memberships and it woudl be appreciated if these are
paid tonight, or by post to the Treasurer, Chris Brennan, at34 Foxdown Close,
Kidlington, Oxon OX5 2YE. We hope that you continue to supporthe Society, but if
you have decided not to renew we would be obliged if you t€hris the reason why.

‘81F’ MAGAZINE: It was incorrectly stated in December’s newsletter ttta new editor of
81F, Simon Moppett, had recently joined the Society; this should;oarse, have been
Committee.

VISIT TO THE GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY

We are hoping to run a coach trip to the GCR towards the eddnefbeginning of July in
the middle of the weelrites Stuart HickmanThe group bookings officer has promised to
come back to me shortly with details of what he can ao#garding cost. | have also asked
him if they can do a guided tour of the sheds etc as I tfeauld be more interesting as to
what was going on etc.

PROPOSED TRIP TO NORWICH CROWN POINT DEPOT

If any member is interested we have also got the opportunityate a visit to Norwich
Crown Point Depot. This trip will be on a Saturday or Sunday ioy-lbus and hopefully take
place around the end of April. We would be given a guided toureofi¢pot, yard and other
parts of the depot not usually available to the casual enthu¥isstMAY have the
opportunity to cab a class 90 or DVT and a walk through the engore of a 90. | know
many of you are rock solid steamers but | feel this would fesal great day out.

I should know in the next week or two about dates and costs f@GRetrip but with regard
to Norwich I will wait and see what numbers are interebeddre | arrange anything.

Would any members interested in either outing, please put mtlasires and telephone
numbers on the list at tonight's meeting in order for meetaag idea of numbers.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

Monday 16' January. RCTS, 1 North St., Osney, OX2 0AY at 7.30pm. ‘Gbeira Light
Rail of Sudan” — Alan Wild.

Friday 27" January. GWS, 58 Banbury Rd., Oxford at 7.30pm. “The Great eWest
Photographic Trust Collection” — Laurence Waters.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: FRIDAY 27 " JANUARY

Contributions for Buffer Stop are always welcome and can be sent to the Editdrl Ferny Close, Radley,
Oxon, OX14 3AN, or via e-mail toufferstop@hotmail.com

Editor-in-Chief: Peter Heath. Consulting Editor: Bvid Heath."Buffer Stop” is published by the Oxfordshire
Railway Society: the views therein are not neceélystinose of the Society or the Editors. Meetiags held at
the Seacourt Day Centre, Seacourt Road, Botleygr@xt 7.30pm on the second Wednesday in the month
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