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Mark Horseman visited Didcot Railway Centre on June 25th and took this photo of the superb 
Steam Railmotor at the branchline station. By sheer coincidence Alan Willmott was there 
with his cine camera and is seen here standing next to Mick, who has been driving our guest 
speaker to us for the last 22 years! The young boy on the left is Mick’s grandson. 
 

elcome to this evening’s meeting which features the silver anniversary of our silver 
screen presentation, and to Alan Willmott who has hosted the show for almost as many 

years! To mark the occasion members were asked to suggest films that they would like to see 
again, or any that Alan hasn’t shown before, so we should be in for a treat tonight. The 
programme includes: “Train Time” (a 1951 BTF production), “North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway” filmed in 1955 and 2011, “Flying Scotsman-40th Anniversary Run” which was 
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made by the BBC in 1968, “Locomotion” dating from 1975 which was directed by Geoffrey 
Jones of “Snow” fame, plus the usual cartoon! 
 
Last month an encouraging turnout of 24 members and 3 visitors were treated to another talk 
by Canon Brian Arman whose second instalment of his broad gauge journey should have 
covered the section from Bristol to Cornwall, but in fact the train only got as far as Plymouth! 
Brian did warn us at the beginning of his excellent presentation that it could well be after 
midnight before we reached Penzance due to the wealth of information he imparted on each 
slide, hence the termination in Devon shortly after 10pm! We were given a vast amount of 
facts and figures relating to locomotives and stations not only on the ‘main line’ but various 
branches as well. The only criticism, albeit a minor one, was that maybe if the speaker hadn’t 
dwelt too long on some pictures we may have actually reached Penzance on time, although 
this was offset by Brian saying that he could do a third instalment, and the amazing quality of 
many of the photographs bearing in mind that they were well over one hundred years old. 
 

Annual Photographic Competition:  The deadline for submitting entries to the 
organiser, Mark Horseman, will be the January meeting. Please complete an entry form; 
these are on the sales table and give full details of categories, formats, sizes etc.  
 

‘81F’ Magazine:  The new Editor, Simon Moppett, is looking forward to receiving contributions for 
next year’s issue. Please email articles and photos to 81F@universal.co.uk by December 16th at the 
latest and supply copy as a text file, such as Word, and Simon will format it into columns and lines. 
The Committee are pleased to announce that Simon has recently offered to join the Society; 
previously he had declined owing to him living some distance away in Adderbury. 

 ����� The Annual General Meeting of the Oxfordshire Railway Society will 
be held at the Seacourt Day Centre, Seacourt Rd., Botley at 19.30hrs on 
Wednesday February 8th 2012. We are always pleased to welcome members 
onto the committee, so please give this some consideration during the next 
couple of months. There is still a vacancy for a Secretary! 

Members’ Presentations:  These will be after the formal business of the 
AGM on the above date, and should ideally be around 10-15 minutes duration. Please 
put your names and details of your topic on the list tonight, or see any committee 
member. It would be nice if we could get a few other members to take part as well as 
the ‘regulars’! The more the merrier!! By the way, your presentation doesn’t have to 
be illustrated, but both slide and digital projectors will be available if required. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2012: These remain the same as last year at £20 and £25 
respectively for single and family memberships and it would be appreciated if these are 
paid tonight or at the January meeting, or by post to the Treasurer, Chris Brennan, at 
34 Foxdown Close, Kidlington, Oxon OX5 2YE. We hope that you continue to support 
the Society, but if you have decided not to renew we would be obliged if you tell Chris 
the reason why. 
 
SALES:  The Committee are very grateful to the Sales Officer, Mark Horseman, who has 
offered a number of model railway items for sale on ebay and raised £15 on a GWR Syphon 
kit and £125 on eight further lots, sales going to the USA and even Australia! This means the 
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Society has taken around £400 on kits and models which the Chairman bought for £125!! The 
ORS will be having a sales stand at the following exhibitions later in the year: Oxford & 
District MRC at Witney Methodist Church Hall on May 19th and Banbury & DMR at 
Banbury School on September 23rd. Please see Mark if you have any model/railway-related 
items which you would be willing to donate, thanks. 
 
The ORS Display, erected by Chris Brennan and Terry Walden, appeared once again at the 
Toy & Train Collectors Fair at Exeter Hall, courtesy of Richard and Joyce Atkins; 22 copies 
of the latest brochure were taken, and the poster for tonight’s Film Show had a copy of the 
programme displayed on it for the first time. 
 
Members may not be aware that Honorary Member Stanley Jenkins, a former Editor of ‘81F’, 
has recently had published two new and expanded editions of his Oakwood Press books: 
“The Lynn & Hunstanton Railway and West Norfolk Branch” and “The Wells-Next-The-Sea 
Branch via Wymondham and Dereham”, both retailing at £15.95. 
 
Matthew Searle writes: “those who enjoyed Brian Arman’s talk might like to seek out the 
December issue (no. 33) of Railway Archive which contains a new account of the 1892 gauge 
conversion in Devon and Cornwall. There is also a feature by Rev. Arman on the Dec. 1910 
Hawes Junction Disaster”. 
 
SOCIETY TRIP:  Our new Trips Officer, Stuart Hickman, has proposed a coach trip in 
early July 2012 to the Great Central Railway at Loughborough, probably on a weekday as it 
would be less crowded and the Society would be better placed for ‘personal attention’! It is 
hoped that it would be possible to include a Society lunch –something proposed at the recent 
Annual Dinner. To help fill a coach, the Committee would invite participation from other 
local model/railway clubs, and from other groups such as U3As. ORS members would get 
their seats at a discount! 
 
TO PASTURES (PASTORALS?) NEW:  Several members will know that Charles Parker, 
who edited ‘81F’ for sixteen years, has recently left the area, and that this was one of the 
reasons why he was obliged to stand down from the Committee at the last AGM. He has 
written to say he was sorry to have been unable to attend the November meeting at the last 
minute, as he was anxious to say ‘farewell’ to us all and to wish the Society well in the future. 
He is hoping to get back for the May meeting next year and bring Gerry Siviour who will be 
giving his final talk to us. 
 
COULD BE BAT NEWTS!!:  Although the inspector’s verdict following the public enquiry 
into the proposed new rail service from Oxford to Marylebone is not going to be announced 
until this month (but see below), Rob Brighouse, Managing Director of Chiltern Railways, is 
confident that trains on the new route will be running by May 2014. Hopefully, two trains per 
hour will call at a new Water Eaton Parkway station, Bicester Town and High Wycombe. The 
TOC will be investing £130m to help pay towards an extra platform and footbridge at 
Bicester plus the construction of the spur from the Oxford-Bletchley line and the Chiltern 
mainline. 
Two days after the above news was reported in the local press it was learnt that the planning 
inspector has withheld approval for the scheme because of the risk to the bats which live in 
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Wolvercote Tunnel and the harm which might befall a nearby habitat of great crested newts. 
The new Transport Secretary, Justine Greening, is urging Chiltern Railways and Natural 
England to come up with a speedy solution. The DfT said that if measures to protect these 
species were agreed, Ms Greening would “be minded to approve the scheme”. 
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������� .  Maybe not what Fred Wedlock had in mind when he wrote that 
song (which incidentally reached no. 6 in the charts in January 1981) but the swingbridge 

which used to straddle 
the Sheepwash Channel 
just north of Rewley 
Road station is certainly 
the last significant hand-
operated mainline 
bridge of its type in 
Britain. It was built by 
Robert Stephenson in 
1850 and has not been 
used since 1985. Over 
£400,000 has been 
raised plus a heritage 
grant of £90,000 which 
will be spent on 

renovation work and improving public access. Work is due to begin early next year with 
completion in the summer of 2013 although it is not known at this stage whether it will ever 
swing again!        ( LNWR trackbed and swingbridge in November 2011.   Photo: Peter Heath) 
 
NEXT MEETING:   This will be on Wednesday January 11th when the speaker will be 
Lord Tony Berkeley (Chairman of the Railfreight Group), the title of his talk being 
‘Railfreight’. We hope that there will be a good turnout of members to listen to Tony 
who writes a monthly column in ‘The Railway Magazine’ entitled ‘Multiple Aspects’. 

 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  FRIDAY DECEMBER 30th  

 

                                                            
 

Contributions for “Buffer Stop” are always welcome and can be sent to the Editor at 11 Ferny 
Close, Radley, Oxon,  OX14 3AN, or via e-mail to bufferstop@hotmail.com 
Editor-in-Chief: Peter Heath.  Features Editor: David Heath 
“Buffer Stop” is published by the Oxfordshire Railway Society; the views therein are not necessarily 
those of the Society or the Editors. Meetings are held at the  Seacourt Day Centre,  Seacourt Road, 
Botley, Oxford  OX2 9LD  at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday in the month. 


